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ABSTRACT

This study examines the registration barriers faced by youth organizations in Quezon City and how these
challenges influence their overall success and sustainability. It aims to identify the legal and administrative
hurdles encountered during the registration process and to explore the strategies employed by youth organizations
to overcome these obstacles. Utilizing a mixed-methods approach, the research collected data through surveys
and interviews with organizational leaders and members. Findings reveal that bureaucratic requirements, lack of
clear guidelines, and limited access to legal resources are the primary barriers to registration. Despite these
challenges, organizations that adopt proactive planning, seek legal guidance, and engage in community
networking demonstrate higher levels of success and impact. The study highlights the need for policy reforms
and support mechanisms to facilitate smoother registration processes, ultimately strengthening the role of youth
organizations in community development and civic engagement.
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INTRODUCTION

Youth organizations are pivotal in fostering civic engagement, leadership development, and active
participation in community governance. Research consistently shows that when youth are
meaningfully involved in civic structures, they gain valuable skills, improve well-being, and contribute
positively to societal development (Bennett et al., 2023; Alegria et al., 2023). Civic engagement
enables young people to contribute to social progress and enhances both individual development and
community outcomes (Bennett et al., 2023).

Despite their potential, youth organizations often face legal and administrative barriers that complicate
their formal registration and limit their ability to operate effectively. These barriers can include
complex documentation requirements, unclear procedural guidelines, and inadequate legal support—
factors that often discourage organizational formation or delay registration processes. Such structural
barriers to youth civic engagement have been identified broadly in research on barriers faced by
organizations seeking to facilitate youth civic participation (D’Agostino & Visser, 2025).

In the Philippine context, the Youth in Nation Building Act (Republic Act 8044) and its implementing
regulations provide the legal basis for youth participation in development and community leadership.
This framework requires youth and youth-serving organizations to register with relevant government
offices to gain formal recognition, access programs, and participate in consultative bodies. Locally, the
Quezon City Youth Development Office (QCYDO) administers registration under the National Youth
Commission’s Youth Organization Registration Program (YORP), requiring submission of
organizational constitutions, membership lists, and endorsements from barangay or youth councils,
among other documents.
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While registration is intended to empower youth groups, practical challenges remain. Studies on youth
civic development reveal that legal structures and procedural demands can inadvertently create
obstacles to participation, especially for nascent or resource limited organizations (Bani Hani &
Alhathloul, 2022). Additionally, broader research on civic participation highlights that systemic
barriers—including lack of representation, restricted access to decision making platforms, and societal
misconceptions about youth capacity—can further impede meaningful youth engagement.

Given the critical role youth organizations play in advancing community goals and democratic
engagement, understanding both the registration barriers they face and the strategies that contribute to
their success is essential. This study focuses on youth organizations in Quezon City to identify the
legal, procedural, and practical challenges encountered during the registration process and to examine
the factors that foster organizational success. By doing so, it seeks to inform policy recommendations
and support mechanisms that enhance the capacity of youth organizations to thrive, contribute to local
governance, and reinforce youth participation in civic life.

MATERIALS & METHODS

This study employed a descriptive-correlational research design to examine the registration barriers
and success of youth organizations in Quezon City. The research focused on organizations registered
or in the process of registering with the Quezon City Youth Development Office (QCYDO) and the
National Youth Commission’s Youth Organization Registration Program (YORP). Using purposive
sampling, the study targeted organizational leaders and members with direct experience in registration
processes, resulting in a sample of 50 leaders and 100 members. Data were collected through a
researcher-developed questionnaire that measured demographic profiles, registration challenges,
success indicators, and strategies to overcome obstacles, complemented by semi-structured interviews
to gain qualitative insights.

Quantitative data from the questionnaires were analyzed using descriptive statistics (mean, frequency,
percentage) to assess the prevalence of registration barriers and levels of organizational success, while
Pearson’s correlation coefficient examined the relationship between these variables. Qualitative data
from interviews underwent thematic analysis to identify recurring patterns and strategies employed by
youth organizations. Ethical considerations, including voluntary participation, informed consent, and
confidentiality, were strictly observed, and all findings were reported in aggregate to protect participant
identities.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

1. What is the level of barriers to youth organization registration in terms of:
1.1 Legal Requirements
1.2 Bureaucratic Inefficiencies
1.3 Lack of Resources
1.4 Lack of Support and Guidance

Based on the data presented in Table 1, the individual mean scores for the indicators of legal
requirements ranged from 2.27 to 2.73. The highest mean of 2.73 suggests that some respondents
perceive certain legal requirements as challenging, while the lowest mean of 2.27 indicates that other
respondents view these requirements as less burdensome. The overall mean of 2.49 with a standard
deviation of 0.79 falls under the “Disagree” category, indicating that, on average, youth organizations
do not perceive legal requirements as major barriers to registration. This finding aligns with research
indicating that while legal and procedural requirements can present challenges, their impact often
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depends on the organization’s capacity, experience, and access to guidance (Bani Hani & Alhathloul,
2022). The moderate standard deviation also suggests variability in perceptions, with some
organizations experiencing greater difficulty than others.

Table 1
The Level of Barriers to Youth Organization Registration in terms of Legal Requirements

Indicators Mean SD Description
The legal documents required for registration are difficult to understand. 2.50 0.83 Disagree
The registration requirements are too many for youth organizations to comply 2.63 0.82 Agree
with.

The legal steps for registration are unclear to first-time applicants. 2.33 0.73 Disagree
The legal guidelines provided by the government are confusing or incomplete. 2.27 0.66 Disagree
The documentation process creates additional burden for youth organizations. 2.73 0.93 Agree
AVERAGE MEAN 2.49 0.79 Disagree

Table 2, the mean scores for the indicators of bureaucratic inefficiencies range from 2.38 to 2.60. The
highest mean of 2.60 was for “Inconsistent instructions from government offices cause registration
delays,” suggesting respondents were most likely to agree that inconsistent instructions contribute to
registration delays. The lowest mean of 2.38 was for “Office staff do not consistently provide accurate
information,” indicating this was seen as the least prominent issue among the bureaucratic
inefficiencies measured. The overall mean of 2.49 with a standard deviation of 0.87 falls within the
“Disagree” category, indicating that, on average, youth organizations generally do not perceive
bureaucratic inefficiencies as significant barriers in the registration process. This finding supports
research showing that while bureaucratic and administrative hurdles can affect youth participation and
organizational processes, these barriers vary widely by context, and not all organizations experience
them as major impediments (Kamaruddin et al., 2022).

Table 2
The Level of Barriers to Youth Organization Registration in terms of
Bureaucratic Inefficiencies

Indicators Mean SD Description
The registration process takes too long because of slow government processing. 2.48 0.83 Disagree
Updates regarding registration status are not communicated clearly. 244 0.83 Disagree
Office staff do not consistently provide accurate information. 2.38 0.87 Disagree
Repeated follow-ups are required to track the progress of registration. 2.54 0.87 Agree
Inconsistent instructions from government offices cause registration delays. 2.60 0.96 Agree
AVERAGE MEAN 2.49 0.87 Disagree

Table 3 shows that the individual mean scores for lack of resources as a barrier ranged from 2.40 to
2.90. The highest mean of 2.90 was recorded for “We do not have enough trained members to handle
registration tasks,” indicating that limited human capacity is seen as the most significant resource
related barrier. The lowest mean of 2.40 was for “The fees involved in registration are too costly for
the organization,” suggesting that financial cost, while still a factor, is perceived as less problematic
than personnel shortages. The overall mean of 2.57 with a standard deviation of 0.87 falls within the
“Agree” category, indicating that, on average, lack of resources constitutes a moderate barrier to the
registration process for youth organizations. This finding aligns with research showing that limited
access to resources such as funding, technology, and trained personnel can impede youth engagement
and participation in organizational and civic activities, as lack of these essential resources undermines
capacity to comply with requirements and sustain involvement in structured processes.

DIT.ADS International Multidisciplinary Research Journal

Volume 2; Issue 1; January 2026 58



DIT.ADS International Multidisciplinary Research Journal

Volume 2; Issue 1; January 2026 E-ISSN: 3082-5148; P-ISSN: 3082-513X
Table 3

The Level of Barriers to Youth Organization Registration in terms of Lack of Resources
Indicators Mean SD Description
Our organization lacks enough funds to complete the registration process. 242 0.85 Disagree
The fees involved in registration are too costly for the organization. 2.40 0.77 Disagree
We do not have enough trained members to handle registration tasks. 2.90 0.93 Agree
Our organization lacks access to the technology needed for online registration. 248 0.92 Disagree
Limited material and financial resources prevent us from meeting requirements. 2.65 0.86 Agree
AVERAGE MEAN 2.57 0.87 Agree

Table 4 presents the respondents’ perceptions of lack of support and guidance as a barrier to youth
organization registration. The individual mean scores range from 2.35 to 2.46. The highest mean of
2.46 was for “Local government offices do not provide enough guidance on the registration process,”
suggesting that insufficient guidance from authorities is the most recognized challenge in this category.
The lowest mean of 2.35 was for “We do not receive assistance when facing problems in registration,”
indicating that the absence of direct assistance is perceived as slightly less critical. The overall mean
of 2.40 with a standard deviation of 0.82 falls within the “Disagree” category, indicating that, on
average, youth organizations do not perceive lack of support and guidance as a major barrier to
registration. This finding is consistent with research showing that while support and guidance from
local authorities are important, youth organizations can still navigate registration processes
independently if they have adequate internal capacity, resources, and informal networks (UNICEEF,
2023). Limited formal guidance can be mitigated through peer learning, mentorship, and community
collaboration.

Table 4
Digital Literacy Barriers in terms of Cognitive Barriers

Indicators Mean SD Description

Local government offices do not provide enough guidance on the

. . 2.46 0.75 Disagree
registration process.

Instructions on completing registration forms are unclear. 2.37 0.69 Disagree
We do not receive assistance when facing problems in registration. 2.35 0.88 Disagree
Information about the registration process is difficult to find. 2.42 0.87 Disagree
Seminars or orientations for youth organization registration are not 240 0.89 Disagree
offered.

AVERAGE MEAN 2.40 0.82 Disagree

2. What is the level of success of youth organization registration in terms of:
2.1 Time Taken for Registration Process
2.2 Rate of Registration Success
2.3 Quality of the Registration Process
2.4 Support from Local Authorities

Table 5 shows the respondents’ perceptions regarding the time taken for the registration process as an
indicator of registration success. The individual mean scores range from 2.33 to 2.52. The highest
mean of 2.52 was for “Slow progress required repeated submission of documents,” indicating that
respondents agreed that repeated submissions due to slow progress was the most significant challenge
affecting registration timing. The lowest mean of 2.33 was for “Our organization experienced several
delays during registration,” suggesting that initial delays were perceived as less critical. The overall
mean of 2.43 with a standard deviation of 0.84 falls under the “Disagree” category, indicating that, on
average, respondents do not consider time-related issues as a major barrier to successful registration.
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This finding aligns with research indicating that although delays in administrative processes can occur,
youth organizations often manage to complete registration successfully, particularly when they have
internal organization and follow-up strategies (UNICEF, 2023). Efficient planning and proactive
communication with authorities can mitigate the effects of prolonged processing times.

Table 5
The Level of Success of Youth Organization Registration in terms of Time Taken for
Registration Process

Indicators Mean SD Description
Our organization experienced several delays during registration. 2.33 0.88 Disagree
The registration took longer than what our organization expected. 2.50 0.85 Disagree
The long processing time affected our organization's planned activities. 2.40 0.91 Disagree
Slow progress required repeated submission of documents. 2.52 0.78 Agree
The time required for registration discouraged organizational participation. 2.40 0.77 Disagree
AVERAGE MEAN 2.43 0.84 Disagree

Table 6 presents the respondents’ perceptions regarding the rate of registration success as an indicator
of registration outcomes. The individual mean scores range from 2.83 to 3.02. The highest mean of
3.02 was for “The registration was successful on our first submission,” indicating that respondents
generally agreed that first-time submissions were largely successful. The lowest mean of 2.83 was for
“Our documents were not rejected or returned repeatedly,” suggesting minor challenges occurred but
did not significantly affect overall success. The overall mean of 2.90 with a standard deviation of 0.83
falls within the “Agree” category, showing that, on average, youth organizations perceive their
registration attempts as successful and effective. This finding is consistent with research emphasizing
that youth organizations can achieve high success rates in registration when they have access to
guidance, understand procedural requirements, and maintain organized internal processes (UNICEEF,
2023). Timely feedback and proper documentation contribute to smoother registration outcomes.

Table 6
The Level of Success of Youth Organization Registration in terms of Rate of
Registration Success

Indicators Mean SD Description
Our registration was approved without major issues. 2.98 0.85 Agree
The registration was successful on our first submission. 3.02 0.90 Agree
We received government feedback in a timely manner. 2.85 0.80 Agree
Our documents were not rejected or returned repeatedly. 2.83 0.79 Agree
The registration outcome matched our organization’s expectations. 2.85 0.83 Agree
AVERAGE MEAN 2.90 0.83 Agree

Table 7 presents respondents’ perceptions of the quality of the registration process as an indicator of
registration success. The individual mean scores range from 3.04 to 3.15. The highest mean of 3.15
was for “The steps in the registration process were easy to follow,” indicating that respondents strongly
agree that the process was clear and navigable. The lowest mean of 3.04 appeared for several indicators
including “The entire registration procedure was organized and efficient” and “The requirements were
clearly explained to our organization,” suggesting minor variation in perceptions but overall
agreement. The overall mean of 3.06 with a standard deviation of 0.77 falls under the “Agree” category,
demonstrating that, on average, respondents perceive the registration process as well-structured and
satisfactory. This aligns with research indicating that clear instructions, organized procedures, and
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manageable registration steps significantly contribute to the perceived quality and success of
organizational registration, enhancing youth participation and engagement (UNICEF, 2023).

Table 7
The Level of Success of Youth Organization Registration in terms of Quality of the
Registration Process

Indicators Mean SD Description
The steps in the registration process were easy to follow. 3.15  0.83 Agree
The entire registration procedure was organized and efficient. 3.0  0.77 Agree
The requirements were clearly explained to our organization. 3.04 0.77 Agree
The overall registration experience was manageable. 3.04 079 Agree
We were satisfied with how the registration process was handled. 3.04 0.68 Agree
AVERAGE MEAN 3.06 0.77 Agree

Table 8 shows respondents’ perceptions of support from local authorities as an indicator of the success
of youth organization registration. The individual mean scores range from 2.92 to 3.21. The highest
mean of 3.21 was for “Local authorities helped simplify the registration process for our organization,”
suggesting that respondents strongly agree that local government support made the registration process
easier. The lowest mean of 2.92 was for “Informational sessions about the registration process were
made available,” indicating that while helpful, formal informational sessions were less frequently
utilized or available. The overall mean of 3.06 with a standard deviation of 0.76 falls under the “Agree”
category, showing that respondents generally perceive the support from local authorities as effective
and beneficial to successful registration. This finding aligns with research highlighting that proactive
support from government officials, clear guidance, and responsive assistance significantly enhance
youth organizations’ ability to complete registration efficiently and successfully (UNICEF, 2023).

Table 8
The Level of Success of Youth Organization Registration in terms of Support from
Local Authorities
Indicators Mean SD Description
Local government units provided helpful assistance during registration. 3.10 0.80 Agree
Government staff gave clear instructions throughout the process. 3.10 0.69 Agree
Government offices responded promptly when assistance was requested. 298 0.78 Agree
Informational sessions about the registration process were made available. 292  0.76 Agree
Local authorities helped simplify the registration process for our organization. 321  0.78 Agree
AVERAGE MEAN 3.06 0.76 Agree

3. Is there a significant influence of barriers to youth organization registration on the success of
registration of youth organizations in Quezon City?

Table 9 presents the results of the regression analysis examining the influence of various barriers—
Legal Requirements, Bureaucratic Inefficiencies, Lack of Resources, and Lack of Support and
Guidance—on the success of youth organization registration in Quezon City. The model shows an
Adjusted R? of 0.104, indicating that approximately 10.4% of the variance in registration success can
be explained by these barriers. The ANOVA result (F = 2.487, p = 0.000) suggests that the overall
model is statistically significant.

Individually, only Bureaucratic Inefficiencies had a statistically significant influence on registration
success (B =-0.372, p =-0.481, t = -2.425, p = 0.019), indicating that as bureaucratic inefficiencies
increase, the success of registration decreases. The other barriers—Legal Requirements (p = 0.136),
Lack of Resources (p = 0.692), and Lack of Support and Guidance (p = 0.100)—were not statistically
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significant, suggesting that these factors do not have a measurable direct effect on registration success
in this sample.

Table 9
The Test of Significant Influence of barriers to youth organization registration on the success of
registration of youth organizations in Quezon City

Model Unstandardized Standardized t Sig.
Coecfficients Coefficients
B Std. Error Beta
(Constant) 2.472 327 7.552 .000
Legal Requirements 287 .190 318 1.516 136
Bureaucratic Inefficiencies =372 154 -.481 -2.425 .019
Lack of Resources -.079 197 -.091 -.399 .692
Lack of Support and Guidance 351 209 422 1.678 .100
Significant if P-value <0.05
Note: Adjusted R2= 0.104 ANOVA for Regression: 2.487 p=.000

In conclusion, bureaucratic inefficiencies are the main barrier negatively impacting the success of
youth organization registration, highlighting the need for streamlined procedures, consistent
instructions, and faster government responses. Legal and resource-related requirements, as well as
support and guidance, while important, do not show a statistically significant direct effect on
registration outcomes in this study.

CONCLUSION

The study on the barriers to youth organization registration and their influence on registration success
in Quezon City reveals several important insights. First, among the barriers examined—Legal
Requirements, Bureaucratic Inefficiencies, Lack of Resources, and Lack of Support and Guidance—
youth organizations generally do not perceive legal requirements, lack of resources, or lack of support
as major obstacles, as indicated by the overall mean scores falling mostly within the “Disagree” range.
Moderate challenges were noted in areas such as insufficiently trained members and inconsistent
instructions from government offices.

Regarding the success of registration, respondents reported relatively high levels of achievement
across all indicators, including time taken, rate of registration success, quality of the registration
process, and support from local authorities, with average mean scores in the “Agree” category. This
suggests that despite some minor challenges, youth organizations in Quezon City are generally able to
navigate the registration process effectively.

The regression analysis further shows that bureaucratic inefficiencies are the only significant barrier
negatively affecting registration success. This implies that delays, inconsistent instructions, and slow
processing by government offices can reduce the effectiveness of registration, whereas legal
requirements, lack of resources, and support/guidance do not have a statistically significant direct
impact on success.

Overall, the study concludes that while youth organizations in Quezon City face certain challenges,
their registration success is largely positive, and efforts to improve administrative processes and reduce
bureaucratic hurdles would further enhance organizational participation and efficiency.
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