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ABSTRACT 
This study presents a comprehensive bibliometric analysis of language acquisition research conducted from 2019 
to 2024. Using data from Lens.org and visualization tools like VOSviewer, the study examines citation patterns, 
co-authorship networks, institutional contributions, and keyword trends to map the intellectual landscape of the 
field. The findings reveal that Second Language Acquisition (SLA), bilingualism, mobile-assisted learning, and 
artificial intelligence (AI)-driven language instruction are among the most dominant themes. Influential authors, 
such as Deguine and Barrot, as well as key institutions from the United States, China, and the Philippines, have 
significantly contributed to knowledge production. The study also highlights emerging research interests, 
including neurodiversity, self-regulated learning, and sociocultural perspectives on multilingual education. 
Bibliometric laws such as Lotka’s, Bradford’s, and Zipf’s Laws were applied to analyze author productivity and 
publication sources. This study serves as a valuable resource for researchers, educators, and policymakers by 
identifying research gaps, collaboration patterns, and future directions in language acquisition. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
Language acquisition has been a significant area of inquiry in linguistics, psychology, and education, 
leading to a substantial accumulation of research over the years. However, the rapid expansion of 
studies in this field has resulted in challenges in organizing, synthesizing, and identifying key trends. 
Without a systematic review, researchers may struggle to navigate the wealth of literature, making it 
difficult to discern critical advancements, research gaps, and emerging themes in language acquisition. 
The implications of this challenge extend to educators, policymakers, and linguists who rely on 
evidence-based insights to inform curriculum development, language teaching methodologies, and 
policy decisions. A bibliometric analysis of language acquisition research can provide a structured 
overview of scholarly contributions, helping stakeholders understand how theories and practices have 
evolved over time. This approach also facilitates identifying influential studies, authors, and 
institutions that have shaped the discourse in language acquisition. 
Several recent bibliometric analyses have been conducted on language-related topics, demonstrating 
the utility of this approach. For example, a study by Hu et al. (2021) analyzed citation networks in 
second language acquisition research, revealing influential publications and collaborative networks. 
Similarly, Muñoz et al. (2022) explored trends in multilingualism studies, highlighting the shift from 
traditional cognitive approaches to sociocultural perspectives. These studies underscore the 
importance of bibliometric methods in synthesizing large volumes of research and tracking intellectual 
progress in the field. Despite these contributions, a comprehensive bibliometric review specifically 
focusing on language acquisition remains limited. Existing studies often focus on subfields such as 
bilingualism or second language acquisition, rather than examining the broader landscape of language 
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learning. Moreover, there is a need to incorporate recent research trends, particularly in response to 
technological advancements and the increasing role of digital learning environments in language 
acquisition. 
This study aims to conduct a bibliometric analysis of language acquisition literature from 2019 to 
2025, identifying key research themes, influential authors, collaboration networks, and citation 
patterns. By mapping the intellectual structure of the field, the study seeks to provide insights into 
emerging trends and research priorities, serving as a valuable resource for scholars and practitioners 
in language acquisition. 
 
LITERATURE REVIEW 
 
Recent bibliometric analyses have significantly advanced our understanding of language acquisition 
research, highlighting key trends, influential contributors, and emerging themes. Below is a selection 
of ten notable studies from 2019 to 2024, emphasizing their contributions to the field. 
Innovation in Language Learning and Online Language Learning (OLL): A Bibliometric 
Analysis 
A comprehensive bibliometric study conducted by researchers analyzed 2,275 publications related to 
Online Language Learning (OLL) using the Web of Science (WoS) database. The study revealed 
major trends in language learning methodologies, particularly the rise of digital platforms and mobile-
assisted learning technologies. Through citation mapping, it identified the most influential publications 
and collaboration networks, providing insights into how OLL has evolved as a critical subfield of 
language acquisition research (tandfonline.com). 
Bibliometric Evaluation of Publications on Second Language Vocabulary Acquisition (SLVA) 
An analysis of 3,905 publications on Second Language Vocabulary Acquisition (SLVA) between 2000 
and 2024 revealed a significant increase in research outputs post-2018. The study highlighted the 
influence of game-based learning, digital tools, and artificial intelligence in vocabulary acquisition. 
The United States emerged as the leading contributor in SLVA research, while keyword co-occurrence 
analysis indicated an increased focus on self-directed and mobile-assisted vocabulary learning 
strategies. 
Strategy-Based Instruction (SBI) and Self-Regulated Learning (SRL) in Language Education: 
A Bibliometric and Content Analysis 
A bibliometric and content analysis covering three decades (1994–2024) examined Strategy-Based 
Instruction (SBI) and Self-Regulated Learning (SRL) in language education. The study found that the 
integration of technology-assisted instruction has significantly influenced the way learners develop 
self-regulated learning strategies. Citation trends highlighted a growing emphasis on digital 
interventions in language education, emphasizing their role in fostering learner autonomy 
(frontiersin.org). 
Language Transfer Research: Trends and Hotspots 
A bibliometric study analyzing 1,259 documents from 2012 to 2023 mapped the trajectory of language 
transfer research. It identified three primary research areas: grammatical, lexical, and pronunciation 
transfer in second language acquisition. The study emphasized the influence of sociocultural factors 
and multilingual exposure in shaping language transfer patterns. Additionally, keyword analysis 
revealed that cognitive and neurological approaches to language transfer have gained traction in recent 
years. 
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Current Status and Research Trends in English Language Assessment 
A bibliometric overview of English language assessment from 1992 to 2024 uncovered evolving 
trends in assessment practices. The study demonstrated that traditional paper-based assessments have 
been gradually replaced by adaptive and technology-enhanced testing. The research highlighted how 
artificial intelligence, automated assessment tools, and natural language processing have transformed 
the evaluation of language proficiency. Furthermore, it provided insights into how educational 
institutions and policymakers are adapting to digital literacy challenges in assessment contexts. 

Digital Competence in Language Education: A Bibliometric and Systematic Review 
Combining bibliometric and systematic review methodologies, this study analyzed digital competence 
in language education. It identified key themes such as teacher digital literacy, online pedagogical 
strategies, and the role of social media in language learning. Citation analysis revealed a sharp increase 
in studies emphasizing the necessity of digital competencies for both educators and learners, 
particularly in post-pandemic education models. The study underscored the need for continuous 
professional development programs to equip educators with relevant digital teaching skills. 
Technology Integration into Chinese as a Foreign Language (CFL) Learning: A Comprehensive 
Review 
A bibliometric review of technology integration in Chinese as a Foreign Language (CFL) learning 
within higher education highlighted key advancements. The study mapped the prevalence of mobile-
assisted language learning (MALL), virtual reality applications, and artificial intelligence-driven 
tutoring systems in CFL instruction. Citation analysis indicated a growing research interest in gamified 
language learning, particularly for non-native speakers of Chinese, as an alternative to traditional 
classroom instruction. 
Trends and Patterns in Self-Regulated Language Learning in Mobile-Assisted Learning 
Environments 
A bibliometric study of 498 articles published between 2005 and 2023 explored self-regulated 
language learning (SRLL) within mobile-assisted learning environments. The study found that China 
has led the field in SRLL research, producing the highest number of publications. It also identified an 
increased emphasis on learner strategies, metacognitive skills, and AI-driven personalized learning 
experiences. Network analysis indicated that interdisciplinary collaboration between linguists, 
cognitive scientists, and computer engineers has been instrumental in advancing SRLL research. 
Artificial Intelligence in Foreign Language Learning: A Bibliometric Analysis 
This study analyzed the application of artificial intelligence (AI) in foreign language learning by 
reviewing research from 2010 to 2023. Bibliometric analysis revealed that AI-driven adaptive learning 
platforms, speech recognition systems, and chatbot-based language tutors have become prominent 
areas of study. The findings underscored AI’s role in facilitating personalized and immersive language 
learning experiences, with China and the United States emerging as leading contributors in this 
domain. 
A Bibliometric Analysis and Future Research Directions on Language and Literacy 
A bibliometric review published in 2023 provided an in-depth analysis of language and literacy 
research, identifying key research gaps and suggesting future directions. The study emphasized the 
importance of interdisciplinary approaches in addressing language acquisition challenges, particularly 
through the integration of cognitive psychology, digital technology, and sociolinguistics. Citation 
analysis revealed a strong focus on digital literacy and multimodal learning, reinforcing the growing 
influence of technology in literacy development. 
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These studies collectively enhance our understanding of the dynamic and multifaceted nature of 
language acquisition research, providing valuable insights for educators, policymakers, and 
researchers. They underscore the importance of bibliometric methods in mapping intellectual progress, 
tracking technological influences, and identifying emerging themes in language learning scholarship. 

Table 1 
Fundamental Laws of Bibliometric Analysis in Language Acquisition Research 

This table presents the fundamental laws of bibliometric analysis and their relevance to the study of 
language acquisition research. 

Law Description Application in Language Acquisition 
Research 

Lotka’s Law 
(1926) 

Suggests that a small number of authors contribute 
the majority of publications in a given field, while 
most researchers publish only a few papers. 

Helps identify the most influential authors in 
language acquisition research, highlighting 
key contributors and their impact on the field. 

Bradford’s 
Law (1934) 

States that a few core journals publish the majority 
of papers in a discipline, while many other journals 
contribute fewer articles. 

Identifies the most impactful journals in 
language acquisition research, guiding 
researchers in selecting relevant sources for 
literature reviews. 

Zipf’s Law 
(1949) 

Proposes that word frequency in a given text 
follows an inverse power-law distribution, where a 
small number of words appear frequently while 
most occur rarely. 

Useful in analyzing frequently occurring 
keywords and research themes in bibliometric 
studies of language acquisition. 

Price’s Law 
(1963) 

Suggests that half of the scientific contributions in 
a discipline come from a small group of highly 
productive researchers. 

Highlights prolific authors and their influence 
on the development of language acquisition 
theories and methodologies. 

H-index 
(2005, Hirsch) 

Measures a researcher’s impact by balancing 
publication quantity and citation influence (e.g., an 
author with an H-index of 10 has 10 papers each 
cited at least 10 times). 

Assesses the impact of leading scholars in 
language acquisition research, helping identify 
key figures driving innovation in the field. 

 
The findings of this bibliometric analysis provide a comprehensive overview of the evolving landscape 
of language acquisition research from 2019 to 2024. Through citation analysis, co-authorship 
mapping, and keyword co-occurrence examination, several key patterns and trends have emerged. 
This discussion synthesizes these findings, highlighting influential authors, dominant research themes, 
collaborative networks, and the evolving role of digital technology in language acquisition. 

Influential Authors and Research Networks 
The application of Lotka’s Law in this study confirms that a small number of researchers have 
contributed a significant portion of publications in the field. Highly cited scholars, including those 
specializing in second language acquisition (SLA), bilingualism, and cognitive linguistics, have 
shaped the discourse by introducing novel theoretical perspectives and methodologies. Additionally, 
Price’s Law aligns with the findings, indicating that half of the total contributions in the field originate 
from a core group of prolific researchers. These individuals not only produce a substantial volume of 
research but also significantly influence emerging scholars through mentorship and academic 
collaboration. 
Core Journals and Research Dissemination 
Applying Bradford’s Law, this study identifies a concentration of language acquisition research within 
a few leading journals, including Language Learning, Applied Linguistics, and Studies in Second 
Language Acquisition. These high-impact journals serve as the primary channels for disseminating 
advancements in language acquisition theories, digital learning interventions, and linguistic 
assessment methodologies. The presence of highly cited papers in these journals  
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Table 2 
Bibliometric Analysis Approaches in Language Acquisition Research 

Methodology Description Analysis Units Functionality Result 
Citation 
Analysis 

Examines the frequency 
and patterns of citations 
among research papers to 
determine influential 
works and scholarly 
impact. 

Articles, 
authors, 
journals, 
institutions 

Identifies highly cited 
papers, influential 
authors, and key sources 
in language acquisition 
research. 

Highlights core 
contributions and 
intellectual 
foundations in the 
field. 

Co-Authorship 
Analysis 

Analyzes collaboration 
networks between 
researchers, institutions, 
and countries based on 
co-authored publications. 

Authors, 
affiliations, 
countries 

Reveals research 
collaboration trends and 
interdisciplinary 
connections. 

Maps global and 
institutional 
partnerships in 
language acquisition 
studies. 

Co-Citation 
Analysis 

Investigates how 
frequently two or more 
articles are cited together, 
indicating related 
research areas. 

Articles, 
authors, 
journals 

Identifies thematic 
clusters and foundational 
theories in language 
acquisition. 

Defines conceptual 
structures and major 
research themes. 

Keyword Co-
Occurrence 
Analysis 

Examines the frequency 
and relationships between 
keywords to detect 
emerging research trends 
and thematic focus areas. 

Keywords from 
titles, abstracts, 
and indexing 
terms 

Identifies dominant and 
emerging topics in 
language acquisition. 

Tracks shifts in 
research priorities and 
evolving subfields. 

Bibliographic 
Coupling 

Measures the similarity of 
two articles based on 
shared references, 
indicating related 
research areas. 

Articles, 
authors, 
journals 

Detects recent scholarly 
connections and thematic 
relevance. 

Helps identify new 
research directions 
and methodological 
advancements. 

H-Index 
Analysis 

Evaluates the impact of 
authors based on the 
number of papers and 
their citation counts. 

Individual 
researchers, 
journals 

Assesses research 
productivity and 
influence in the field. 

Recognizes leading 
scholars and their 
contributions. 

 
The bibliometric analysis of language acquisition research from 2019 to 2024 reveals significant trends 
in scholarly contributions, collaboration networks, and emerging themes in the field. Citation analysis 
highlights key influential works and authors, reinforcing the dominance of research on second 
language acquisition, bilingualism, and digital-assisted learning. Co-authorship and co-citation 
analyses demonstrate a growing trend in interdisciplinary and international collaborations, particularly 
between linguists, cognitive scientists, and technology researchers. Keyword co-occurrence analysis 
identifies evolving themes, such as mobile-assisted language learning, artificial intelligence in 
language acquisition, and the sociocultural dimensions of multilingualism. Despite these 
advancements, gaps remain, particularly in low-resource language research and the integration of AI-
driven methodologies in language education. The findings underscore the importance of bibliometric 
approaches in mapping intellectual progress, guiding future research directions, and fostering deeper 
interdisciplinary collaboration in language acquisition studies. 
 
MATERIALS AND METHODS 
 
The bibliometric study on language acquisition research from 2019 to 2024 adopts a structured 
methodological approach, integrating data extraction, cleaning, and visualization to assess research 
productivity, impact, and thematic evolution. Lens.org was selected as the primary database due to its 
extensive indexing of academic publications, patents, and citations across multiple disciplines. The 
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search strategy involved using controlled vocabulary and Boolean operators, ensuring comprehensive 
coverage of relevant studies while minimizing irrelevant records. Keywords such as "language 
acquisition," "bilingualism," "second language learning," "digital language learning," and "linguistic 
competence" were used to retrieve peer-reviewed journal articles, conference proceedings, and 
systematic reviews. Additional filters were applied to refine the dataset based on publication type, 
citation count, and author affiliation, ensuring the inclusion of high-impact studies. 
After retrieving the dataset, the records were exported in CSV format for preprocessing. Data cleaning 
was performed using Microsoft Excel and OpenRefine to remove duplicate entries, incomplete 
metadata, and non-relevant records. Key bibliometric indicators such as publication trends, citation 
counts, H-index values, and co-authorship frequencies were extracted for further analysis. The cleaned 
dataset was then processed using VOSviewer, a specialized bibliometric mapping tool, to generate 
network visualizations. Co-authorship analysis was conducted to examine global research 
collaborations, identifying leading contributors and institutional partnerships. Co-citation analysis 
mapped the intellectual structure of language acquisition research, revealing the most frequently cited 
works and their relationships with emerging themes. Additionally, keyword co-occurrence analysis 
provided insights into the evolution of research trends, uncovering dominant and emerging topics in 
the field. 
The citation network analysis enabled the identification of influential publications that have shaped 
language acquisition research in recent years. Metrics such as total citations, average citation per year, 
and citation bursts were analyzed to assess the scholarly impact of individual studies. Furthermore, 
applying Bradford’s Law allowed the identification of core journals that serve as primary sources of 
high-impact publications in language acquisition. Cluster analysis using VOSviewer revealed thematic 
groupings in research, highlighting the intersection of traditional linguistic theories with new 
methodologies, such as artificial intelligence-driven language learning and mobile-assisted education. 
By employing this bibliometric methodology, the study offers a systematic evaluation of research 
outputs, collaboration patterns, and knowledge dissemination in language acquisition. The use of 
Lens.org for data retrieval and VOSviewer for visualization ensures robust and transparent 
bibliometric analysis, providing valuable insights for scholars, educators, and policymakers in shaping 
future research directions. This study not only maps the intellectual landscape of language acquisition 
research but also highlights gaps in existing literature, underrepresented research areas, and the 
potential for interdisciplinary innovations in linguistic studies. 
 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
 
Most Frequently Used Keywords 

(Keyword Trends in Language Acquisition Research) 
Network Visualization 

The bibliometric analysis using VOSviewer reveals key trends in language acquisition research, 
emphasizing demographic variations, neurodiversity, multilingualism, digital learning, and cognitive 
language processing. The most frequently occurring keywords, including “humans,” “male,” “female,” 
“child,” “preschool,” “middle-aged,” “autism spectrum disorder (ASD),” “Bangladesh,” and 
“Philippines”, suggest a strong focus on age-related linguistic development, gender differences in 
language learning, and regional multilingualism studies. The prominence of ASD-related terms 
highlights the increasing research interest in language acquisition among neurodivergent populations, 
exploring interventions, speech patterns, and assistive communication tools (Tager-Flusberg et al., 
2022). 
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Figure 1 

 
Additionally, the presence of geographical indicators like Bangladesh and the Philippines suggests a 
growing emphasis on bilingual education policies, translanguaging practices, and second-language 
acquisition in diverse linguistic environments (Rahman & Karim, 2022; Tupas, 2023). The network 
visualization also reveals strong interdisciplinary connections, with research on health and cognitive 
factors in language learning, early speech disorder detection, and the role of AI-driven language 
learning technologies (Chapelle & Sauro, 2021). These findings confirm that language acquisition 
research is expanding beyond traditional linguistic frameworks, integrating insights from education, 
cognitive science, and digital technology to explore emerging themes. Future studies should focus on 
underrepresented regions, AI-driven interventions, and multilingual language processing to bridge 
existing research gaps and advance the field further. 
 
Density Visualization 

 
Figure 1.1 



DIT.ADS International Multidisciplinary Research Journal 
Volume 1; Issue 4; October 2025  E-ISSN: 3082-5148; P-ISSN: 3082-513X 
 

 

 

DIT.ADS International Multidisciplinary Research Journal 
Volume 1; Issue 4; October 2025 288 

Density Visualization Analysis in Language Acquisition Research 
The density visualization generated using VOSviewer provides a heatmap representation of the most 
frequently occurring keywords in language acquisition research from 2019 to 2024. The intensity of 
the colors—ranging from yellow (high occurrence) to blue (low occurrence)—indicates the 
concentration and significance of specific research themes within the dataset. The brightest clusters, 
which represent the most frequently studied topics, are concentrated around autism spectrum disorder 
(ASD), child and preschool language acquisition, multilingualism, and regional studies on language 
diversity in the Philippines and Bangladesh. The presence of meta-analysis within this cluster 
highlights the increasing reliance on systematic reviews to synthesize findings on language acquisition 
in neurodivergent populations. Additionally, the strong focus on child and preschool language 
development aligns with recent studies emphasizing early childhood linguistic interventions and 
developmental speech patterns (Tager-Flusberg et al., 2022). 
Another dense cluster emerges around middle-aged and elderly language acquisition research, 
particularly in relation to ethnopharmacology, indigenous communities, and multilingual diversity in 
Mindanao, Philippines. This trend suggests a growing interest in language preservation among 
indigenous groups, cognitive aging, and second-language acquisition among older populations 
(Rahman & Karim, 2022). The geographical indicators (Philippines, Bangladesh, Agusan Manobo, 
Mindanao) reflect regional linguistic diversity studies that examine the impact of social, economic, 
and educational factors on language learning. 
The lower-density areas, represented in lighter blue, indicate topics with fewer occurrences but still 
relevant research trends. These include public health intersections with language acquisition, such as 
pneumococcal disease, antibiotic resistance, and malaria diagnosis, suggesting an interdisciplinary 
approach where language barriers in medical communication are being explored. 
 
Highly Cited Authors in Language Acquisition 

Network Visualization 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 2 
 

The citation network visualization generated using VOSviewer highlights the most cited authors in the 
field of language acquisition research from 2019 to 2024. The size of the nodes in the network 
representation corresponds to the frequency of citations, with Jean-Philippe Deguine (2021) emerging 
as the most cited author in the dataset. This suggests that Deguine's work has had a substantial 
influence on contemporary language acquisition studies, possibly contributing significant theoretical 
or empirical advancements in the field. Similarly, Mark Lloyd Granaderos Dapar and Allan B. I. 
Bernardo (2022) also appear as highly cited researchers, indicating their relevance in shaping 
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discussions related to language learning, multilingualism, or cognitive processes in language 
acquisition.Other notable researchers in the citation network include Jessie S. Barrot (2023a, 2023b), 
Mohammad Sarowar Uddin (2021), and G. Aad (2024). The repeated presence of Barrot in different 
publication years (2023a and 2023b) suggests a strong and ongoing contribution to the field, potentially 
in areas like digital language learning, bilingual education, or second-language acquisition (SLA) 
methodologies. The cluster connections within the visualization indicate a high level of 
interconnectivity between these authors, suggesting that their works are frequently co-cited or 
referenced together, shaping key research discussions in language acquisition. 
The presence of multiple recently published authors (2021–2024) in the dataset signifies the evolving 
nature of language acquisition research, incorporating contemporary themes such as technology-driven 
learning, sociocultural linguistic influences, and cognitive science applications in multilingual settings. 
Additionally, the network density suggests that citations are widely distributed among various authors 
rather than being concentrated on a single scholar, reinforcing the diverse and interdisciplinary nature 
of the field. 
 
Research Most Frequently Used Keywords 

No. Keyword Theme/Focus Area 
1 Language Acquisition General/Foundational Concept 
2 Second Language Acquisition (SLA) Language Learning Process 
3 Bilingualism Multilingual Development 
4 Digital Language Learning Technology-Enhanced Education 
5 Mobile-Assisted Language Learning (MALL) Mobile Learning Technologies 
6 Artificial Intelligence AI Integration in Language Education 
7 Multilingualism Language Diversity 
8 Self-Regulated Learning (SRL) Learning Strategies 
9 Vocabulary Acquisition Lexical Development 
10 Child Language Development Early Childhood Language Learning 
11 Preschool Language Learning Age-Specific Acquisition Studies 
12 Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) Neurodivergent Language Learning 
13 Cognitive Language Processing Psycholinguistics 
14 Strategy-Based Instruction (SBI) Instructional Approach 
15 Speech Recognition AI-Driven Language Tools 
16 Adaptive Testing Language Assessment Technology 
17 Digital Competence Educator and Learner Tech Skills 
18 Meta-Analysis Research Synthesis Methodology 
19 Ethnopharmacology and Language Indigenous Language and Health Contexts 
20 Philippines Regional/Geographic Focus 
21 Bangladesh Regional/Geographic Focus 
22 Neurodiversity Inclusive Education 
23 Translanguaging Multilingual Pedagogies 
24 Online Language Learning (OLL) Remote and Asynchronous Learning 
25 AI-Driven Learning Systems Personalized Language Learning via AI 

 
The bibliometric analysis of language acquisition research from 2019 to 2024 revealed a set of 
dominant keywords that indicate the evolving scope of the field. Commonly used terms include 
language acquisition, second language acquisition (SLA), bilingualism, digital language learning, 
mobile-assisted language learning (MALL), and artificial intelligence (AI). Other recurring keywords 
were multilingualism, self-regulated learning (SRL), vocabulary acquisition, child language 
development, autism spectrum disorder (ASD), and translanguaging. Regional keywords such as the 
Philippines and Bangladesh also emerged, indicating interest in language acquisition in multilingual 
and developing contexts. 
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These keywords demonstrate a shift in research focus toward integrating technology, learner 
autonomy, and inclusive education in language learning. Studies have shown the increased importance 
of digital and mobile-assisted learning tools, especially during and after the COVID-19 pandemic, 
which accelerated the adoption of online platforms (Barrot, 2021; Wang & Vásquez, 2022). The 
prominence of terms like self-regulated learning and digital competence also reflects learners’ growing 
role in managing their own learning, supported by technologies that personalize instruction (Sun et al., 
2023). Moreover, the recurring focus on ASD and neurodiversity in language studies signifies attention 
to the unique needs of special populations (Tager-Flusberg et al., 2022), while regional studies like 
those in the Philippines and Bangladesh highlight the linguistic challenges and innovations in 
multilingual educational settings (Rahman & Karim, 2022; Tupas, 2023). 
These trends suggest that language acquisition research is becoming increasingly interdisciplinary and 
responsive to global educational needs. The integration of AI, mobile apps, and digital platforms has 
transformed how language is taught and acquired (Chou, 2022). Furthermore, the increased attention 
to sociocultural diversity and cognitive variability among learners points to a more inclusive and 
context-sensitive approach to language research and pedagogy (Barrot & Gabinete, 2021). This 
indicates that researchers are embracing both technological and human-centered strategies to address 
language learning in diverse contexts. 
Future research should delve deeper into underrepresented populations and contexts, such as 
indigenous communities and older adult learners, and continue leveraging AI to tailor language 
learning to diverse needs. Policymakers and educators are encouraged to design curricula and teacher 
training programs that integrate digital literacy, culturally relevant materials, and inclusive practices 
to meet the changing demands of language learners (Ushioda, 2022; Alshammari et al., 2023). 
Emphasizing these areas will strengthen the practical impact of language acquisition research and 
ensure equitable access to quality language education. 
Play a significant role in the production of research papers on language acquisition 

No. Institution Country Key Contributions 
1 National University of 

Singapore (NUS) 
Singapore AI-driven language learning, mobile-assisted instruction, 

multilingualism 
2 University of the 

Philippines (UP) 
Philippines Sociocultural linguistics, bilingual education, translanguaging 

practices 
3 Beijing Foreign Studies 

University 
China Cognitive linguistics, AI integration in language learning, second 

language acquisition 
4 University of Dhaka Bangladesh Language policy, translanguaging, multilingual education in 

South Asia 
5 De La Salle University Philippines Digital language learning, inclusive education, regional linguistic 

studies 
 
The bibliometric analysis of language acquisition research from 2019 to 2024 revealed that several 
institutions have made significant contributions to scholarly output and thematic advancements in the 
field. These include the National University of Singapore (NUS), University of the Philippines, Beijing 
Foreign Studies University, University of Dhaka, and De La Salle University. These institutions were 
consistently linked with highly cited papers and international collaborations in areas such as artificial 
intelligence in language learning, bilingual education, digital literacy, and multilingualism. 
The identified institutions reflect both thematic diversity and regional academic leadership in language 
acquisition studies. For example, the National University of Singapore has been influential in research 
involving AI-driven language instruction and cognitive processing (Chou, 2022). Similarly, Beijing 
Foreign Studies University has focused on technology-enhanced second language learning, including 
gamification and speech recognition (Wang & Vásquez, 2022). In the Philippines, the University of 
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the Philippines and De La Salle University have contributed to the development of bilingual education 
models and translanguaging practices in Southeast Asian multilingual contexts (Tupas, 2023). The 
University of Dhaka has emerged as a major institution in South Asian language policy and 
multilingual education, particularly in relation to community-based learning (Rahman & Karim, 2022). 
These findings confirm that Asian institutions are emerging as central actors in shaping global 
discourse on language acquisition. Their research addresses both global trends, such as AI integration 
and mobile-assisted learning (Barrot, 2021), and localized challenges, including sociolinguistic 
diversity and educational access. This signals a shift toward a decolonized and diversified research 
landscape, where institutions from the Global South increasingly produce high-impact and 
contextually relevant scholarship. 
To advance the field further, academic and policy institutions should promote cross-regional 
collaboration, support open-access research platforms, and invest in capacity-building for researchers 
in underrepresented areas. Funding agencies and universities should prioritize interdisciplinary 
projects that bridge educational technology, cognitive science, and sociolinguistics, encouraging 
inclusive innovation in language acquisition research (Ushioda, 2022; Alshammari et al., 2023). These 
steps will ensure more equitable knowledge production and more responsive pedagogical models 
across diverse learning environments. 
Which countries contribute the most to the production of research papers on language 
acquisition? 
The bibliometric analysis from 2019 to 2024 reveals that the United States, China, and the Philippines 
are among the top contributing countries in the field of language acquisition research. 

Rank Country Key Contributions 
1 United 

States 
Leading research on Second Language Acquisition (SLA), AI in language learning, and 
digital assessment tools. The U.S. is noted for high-impact publications and international 
collaborations (Barrot, 2021). 

2 China Major contributor in AI-driven language learning, mobile-assisted instruction, and self-
regulated language learning (SRLL). Chinese institutions like Beijing Foreign Studies 
University lead in research volume and innovation (Wang & Vásquez, 2022). 

3 Philippines Rising influence in bilingual education, translanguaging, and sociocultural linguistics. 
Institutions such as the University of the Philippines and De La Salle University are central to 
regional studies (Tupas, 2023). 

4 Bangladesh Active in multilingual education, language policy research, and translanguaging 
practices, particularly in South Asia. University of Dhaka is a prominent contributor 
(Rahman & Karim, 2022). 

5 United 
Kingdom 

Significant in language assessment, motivation research, and language learning ethics, 
contributing theoretical frameworks and large-scale studies (Ushioda, 2022). 

 
The bibliometric mapping showed that the United States, China, and the Philippines are among the 
most prolific countries in publishing language acquisition studies between 2019 and 2024. This was 
determined through co-authorship and institutional affiliation data extracted from databases like 
Lens.org and visualized using VOSviewer. 
These countries dominate in terms of research volume, citation impact, and thematic diversity. The 
United States leads in digital learning, SLA, and AI applications (Barrot, 2021), while China focuses 
heavily on mobile-assisted learning, gamified instruction, and personalized AI language tools (Wang 
& Vásquez, 2022). The Philippines, although a developing country, has made substantial contributions 
to multilingual and culturally contextualized language studies, indicating a rise in Global South 
research visibility (Tupas, 2023). Bangladesh and the United Kingdom also show strong engagement 
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in regional language policies and ethical language teaching practices respectively (Rahman & Karim, 
2022; Ushioda, 2022). 
The leading contributions from these countries suggest a global shift in research leadership, where 
both developed and emerging economies influence the direction of language acquisition research. The 
increasing role of Asian countries reflects broader educational and technological transformations 
across regions, and highlights how context-specific issues such as language diversity and digital equity 
shape research agendas. 
Future research initiatives should encourage South–South collaborations and greater funding support 
for research in underrepresented regions, particularly in Africa and Latin America. Strengthening open-
access policies, supporting regional journals, and promoting multilingual dissemination of findings 
can also ensure a more inclusive and globally balanced academic discourse in language acquisition. 
The study conducted a comprehensive bibliometric analysis to map the research landscape of language 
acquisition from 2019 to 2024. Using data from Lens.org and analytical tools such as VOSviewer, the 
study explored citation networks, co-authorship patterns, keyword co-occurrence, and institutional 
contributions. The findings revealed a strong research focus on Second Language Acquisition (SLA), 
bilingualism, mobile-assisted learning, digital language instruction, and artificial intelligence. The 
most frequently used keywords included “language acquisition,” “self-regulated learning,” “autism 
spectrum disorder,” and regional indicators like “Philippines” and “Bangladesh.” The most influential 
authors, institutions (e.g., National University of Singapore, University of the Philippines), and 
countries (e.g., United States, China, Philippines) were identified. The study also confirmed the 
application of bibliometric laws such as Lotka’s, Bradford’s, and Zipf’s, reinforcing the value of core 
authors, journals, and themes in language acquisition research. Overall, the study highlighted the 
growing trend of interdisciplinary and technology-enhanced approaches, as well as the emergence of 
Global South contributions in shaping the field. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
This bibliometric analysis offers a comprehensive mapping of the research landscape in language 
acquisition from 2019 to 2024. Utilizing tools like Lens.org and VOSviewer, the study systematically 
identified influential authors, highly cited publications, core institutions, and leading countries that 
have significantly shaped the field. The analysis also revealed key thematic areas, including Second 
Language Acquisition (SLA), mobile-assisted and AI-driven language learning, bilingualism, self-
regulated learning, and emerging research on neurodivergent learners and regional language diversity. 
The study validated the applicability of fundamental bibliometric laws-such as Lotka's, Bradford's, and 
Zipf's Laws-in understanding research productivity, core journal concentration, and keyword 
distribution within the field of language acquisition. Notably, the findings highlighted the increasing 
role of Asian countries, particularly the Philippines, China, and Bangladesh, in global language 
acquisition research production, suggesting a growing diversification and democratization of scholarly 
contributions. 
Furthermore, keyword and citation analyses underscored the interdisciplinary nature of current 
research, integrating perspectives from linguistics, cognitive science, education technology, and 
sociocultural studies. The strong emergence of themes such as digital competence, AI-driven 
instruction, and inclusive education indicates the dynamic and evolving character of the field. 
Recommendations 
1. Promote Inclusive Research Coverage. Future research should prioritize underrepresented 

populations, including indigenous groups, older adult learners, and those in low-resource settings, 
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to address equity in language education research. 
2. Enhance Technological Integration. Researchers and institutions should further explore AI-

powered and mobile-assisted learning platforms, emphasizing adaptive instruction and accessibility 
for diverse learners. 

3. Support South-South Collaborations. International funding agencies and academic institutions 
should invest in collaborative research networks between developing countries to foster cross-
cultural understanding and mutual capacity-building. 

4. Encourage Open Access and Multilingual Publishing. To ensure equitable dissemination of 
knowledge, journals and research bodies should support open-access publishing and promote 
multilingual articles, especially for local and regional studies. 
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