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ABSTRACT

This study explored sustainable tourism practices in the Municipality of Alabat, Quezon, aiming to balance
economic growth with environmental preservation and cultural heritage conservation. Recognizing tourism’s role
in economic development, the study highlighted the significant challenges posed by unplanned tourism, including
resource depletion, waste management issues, and the risk of cultural erosion. By employing a mixed-methods
research design, data were gathered from local government officials, business owners, tourists, and community
members to assess the state of tourism and identify gaps in sustainability. The findings revealed a critical need
for a comprehensive tourism framework that prioritizes conservation, waste management, and community
engagement. Additionally, the study identified opportunities for sustainable tourism initiatives, such as eco-
friendly accommodations, guided nature tours, and local artisan markets, which could align economic benefits
with environmental and cultural preservation. This study concluded with the development of a proposed
Sustainable Tourism Development Framework, emphasizing inclusive governance, community participation, and
sustainable infrastructure. By implementing these recommendations, Alabat can promote long-term sustainable
tourism that benefits both the local community and the environment.
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INTRODUCTION

Tourism has long been recognized as a vital sector for economic growth, but its rapid expansion has
posed significant challenges to environmental sustainability, particularly in rural and ecologically
sensitive areas. The World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) emphasized the need for sustainable
tourism practices that balance economic benefits with environmental conservation and cultural
preservation (UNWTO, 2020). This approach became critical for municipalities like Alabat, which
boasted natural beauty and rich biodiversity that attracted visitors. However, such tourism also posed
the risk of ecosystem degradation, largely due to unplanned tourism developments and unchecked
tourism activities.

The Philippines, an archipelago rich in biodiversity, has heavily depended on its natural resources to
drive the tourism industry. Yet, studies have revealed that poorly planned tourism development has
contributed to deforestation, pollution, and resource depletion (Baloch et al., 2022). These
environmental impacts have severely affected smaller municipalities like Alabat, where ecological
balance is integral not only to tourism but also to local livelihoods that traditionally rely on fishing
and agriculture.

Alabat, located centrally on Alabat Island in the province of Quezon, is a fifth-class municipality with
a population of 15,936 (Philippine Statistics Authority, 2020). The municipality spans an area of 57.61
square kilometers and is politically divided into 19 barangays. Although Alabat's natural landscapes
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have attracted tourists, the municipality has struggled to develop and implement a sustainable tourism
framework. In the absence of such a framework, local tourism practices have often failed to align with
sustainable development goals, such as proper waste management, eco-friendly accommodations, and
community participation. These shortcomings have been further exacerbated by limited local
engagement and awareness regarding sustainable practices, contributing to environmental degradation
and hindering long-term economic benefits (Supera et al., 2024).

To address these challenges, it has become essential to integrate local communities as key stakeholders
in the development of sustainable tourism. The framework for Alabat must prioritize environmental
conservation, equitable economic benefits, and cultural preservation. This study sought to evaluate the
existing state of tourism in Alabat, identify gaps in sustainability, and propose actionable strategies
for ecologically balanced tourism development. By aligning with both global and national sustainable
tourism goals, Alabat could serve as a model for small municipalities striving to balance ecological
health and economic progress.

The importance of sustainable tourism has been recognized globally, with models and theories
providing useful frameworks for effective tourism management. One such model is the Triple Bottom
Line (TBL), which focuses on the simultaneous pursuit of economic viability, social equity, and
environmental protection. The TBL framework ensures that tourism development meets the needs of
current stakeholders without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.
This model has been fundamental in assessing the sustainability of tourism initiatives by evaluating
their impacts across these three dimensions.

Another relevant framework is the DIAMOND Model, which outlines seven essential elements for
sustainable tourism development: Destination appeal, Infrastructure, Accessibility, Market,
Organization, Networking, and Demand. This model has been particularly useful in planning tourism
development, ensuring that all critical aspects of sustainability are thoroughly considered.

The concept of Sustainable Tourism, as defined by the UNWTO, involves tourism that fully considers
its current and future economic, social, and environmental impacts. It addresses the needs of visitors,
the industry, the environment, and host communities, while minimizing negative environmental
effects, preserving cultural integrity, and contributing to local economic development. Key principles
of sustainable tourism include adopting eco-friendly initiatives, engaging local stakeholders, and
ensuring that tourism development aligns with environmental conservation and socio-economic
development goals. Maintaining ecological balance, in this context, refers to managing tourism
activities to prevent environmental degradation, such as habitat destruction, pollution, and resource
depletion. Strategies to achieve this include limiting carrying capacities, promoting eco-friendly
infrastructure, and encouraging sustainable tourist behavior.

Studies of successful sustainable tourism practices in other regions have provided valuable lessons for
Alabat. For example, a study of Uzundere, a district in northeastern Turkey, revealed the importance
of conserving both environmental and cultural resources while promoting responsible tourism and
local participation (Uzundere, 2022). Such case studies highlight the role of local communities and
tourism management systems in promoting sustainable rural tourism. However, much of the existing
research has focused on large, well-known destinations, leaving smaller municipalities—particularly
those on islands—underexplored. This gap in the literature underscores the need for more studies that
simultaneously address ecological balance and socio-cultural impacts in tourism development.

As research on sustainable tourism practices has evolved, it has become clear that there is a lack of
long-term studies on the enduring effects of these practices. Furthermore, there is a scarcity of research
exploring effective methods for engaging local communities in tourism planning, implementation, and
management. This research seeks to fill these gaps by providing a comprehensive framework for

DIT.ADS International Multidisciplinary Research Journal

Volume 1; Issue 4; October 2025 155



DIT.ADS International Multidisciplinary Research Journal
Volume 1; Issue 4, October 2025 E-ISSN: 3082-5148; P-ISSN: 3082-513X

sustainable tourism in Alabat, informed by both international models and local context. By doing so,
Alabat can create a tourism model that balances the needs of visitors, the local community, and the
environment, ensuring the long-term sustainability of its natural and cultural resources.

LITERATURE REVIEW

The evolution of sustainable tourism in the Philippines has become increasingly important as the
country seeks to balance the growing demands of the tourism industry with the need to preserve its
rich natural and cultural heritage. Cruz’s Sustainable Tourism Development in the Philippines: A
Policy Framework (2017) remains an influential work in this field, offering a holistic policy
framework that integrates environmental, social, and economic aspects of tourism development. Cruz
underscores the necessity of engaging a diverse range of stakeholders—government bodies, local
communities, businesses, and tourists—in the creation of tourism policies that ensure both
sustainability and equitable benefit distribution. His framework advocates for proactive tourism
management that anticipates and mitigates negative environmental and social impacts while
leveraging tourism as an economic tool.

In line with this, the Department of Tourism (DOT) and the Department of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR) introduced the National Ecotourism Strategy and Action Plan (NESAP) 2023-
2033, a forward-thinking blueprint aimed at positioning the Philippines as a leading ecotourism
destination. NESAP emphasizes the need for sustainable tourism infrastructure, such as eco-friendly
accommodations and low-impact transportation systems, alongside robust community involvement
and capacity-building initiatives. The strategy highlights the vital role of local communities as key
stakeholders and beneficiaries, advocating for the creation of ecotourism models that empower these
communities while simultaneously preserving the country’s rich biodiversity and cultural heritage
(DOT & DENR, 2023). Moreover, the plan incorporates comprehensive monitoring and evaluation
frameworks to ensure that progress is tracked and sustainable practices are continually refined.

Recent studies continue to expand on the challenges and opportunities presented by sustainable
tourism. Gamboa and de Guzman (2023) examine the difficulties the Philippines faces due to over-
tourism, environmental degradation, and the uneven distribution of tourism’s economic benefits. They
call for a shift in policy that not only balances growth with environmental protection but also accounts
for the social impact of tourism, including the displacement of local communities and the erosion of
cultural heritage. In a similar vein, Santos and Dizon (2023) argue that tourism can significantly
contribute to the achievement of the United Nations' Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs),
provided that a strong emphasis is placed on local community engagement and educational programs
to raise awareness of sustainable practices. Their findings highlight that involving communities in
decision-making is crucial for the long-term success of sustainable tourism initiatives.

A notable focus in recent literature is the role of ecotourism in community development. Villanueva
et al. (2022) provide a case study on Palawan, illustrating how ecotourism can serve as a driver for
local economic growth by creating jobs, fostering entrepreneurship, and preserving the cultural
heritage of indigenous communities. However, they caution that the rapid expansion of ecotourism
could potentially lead to environmental degradation if not carefully regulated. In this context,
Hernandez et al. (2023) emphasize the fragility of ecosystems in the Philippine highlands, where
tourism development must carefully balance environmental preservation with socio-economic
progress. They argue for a more sustainable model of tourism that integrates local knowledge and
traditional practices with modern conservation strategies.

The post-pandemic recovery of the tourism sector in the Philippines has also been a subject of
extensive research. Ferrer and Ramirez (2022) analyze the shift in tourist behavior following the
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COVID-19 pandemic, observing a growing demand for low-impact tourism experiences. Their
research suggests that the pandemic has accelerated the transition towards more sustainable practices
within the tourism industry, including the adoption of digital technologies that reduce waste and
enhance resource efficiency. Alonzo and Mendoza (2023) echo this sentiment, emphasizing that
sustainable recovery strategies are vital for rebuilding the tourism sector in a way that promotes
environmental sustainability and local economic resilience.

Reyes et al. (2022) provides a critical review of responsible tourism practices across different regions
in the Philippines, noting that while some areas have made significant strides toward sustainability,
others continue to struggle with the adverse effects of mass tourism. Their study advocates for stronger
enforcement of environmental regulations, better waste management systems, and the integration of
sustainability into tourism education. Similarly, Ramirez and Aquino (2023) argue that tourism
policies must integrate climate change adaptation strategies to ensure the long-term viability of the
industry. Their work highlights the need for low-carbon tourism options, ecosystem-based approaches
to conservation, and the protection of climate-vulnerable areas.

Finally, Garcia and Perez (2023) examine the role of technology in fostering sustainable tourism
practices in the Philippines. They suggest that digital innovations, such as smart tourism platforms,
can play a crucial role in improving visitor management, optimizing resources, and reducing the
carbon footprint of tourism operations. By leveraging data and technology, tourism businesses can
make more informed decisions that enhance the visitor experience while minimizing environmental
impacts.

Collectively, these recent studies illustrate the growing recognition of the need for a more integrated,
multi-stakeholder approach to sustainable tourism in the Philippines. They emphasize the importance
of regulatory frameworks, community involvement, technological innovation, and capacity building
to ensure that tourism contributes positively to both the economy and the environment. As the industry
continues to recover and evolve, the insights offered by these works provide valuable guidance for
shaping a more sustainable and resilient tourism sector in the Philippines.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

This study adopted a mixed-methods research design, integrating both quantitative and qualitative
approaches to examine sustainable tourism practices within the Municipality of Alabat. The research
employed descriptive and exploratory designs to assess the existing tourism activities, evaluate the
ecological balance of the region, and gather the perspectives of key stakeholders. Quantitative data
were collected through surveys, which utilized a Likert scale (1 = Strongly Disagree to 5 = Strongly
Agree), targeting local government officials, business owners, tourists, and community members. The
goal was to gauge their awareness, attitudes, and practices regarding sustainable tourism. Additionally,
qualitative data were obtained through semi-structured interviews and focus group discussions with
government representatives, tourism operators, environmental advocates, and local leaders to gain
deeper insights into the challenges, policies, and opportunities related to sustainable tourism
development. The surveys included demographic questions as well as inquiries about respondents'
perceptions of tourism's impact on the local environment, while the interviews provided qualitative
insights into the policies, practices, and challenges surrounding tourism in Alabat. All data collection
activities were carried out following the necessary ethical protocols, including obtaining permissions
from local authorities and ensuring participants’ informed consent.

The study was conducted in Barangay Villa Norte, specifically within the Tumiis-Sitio region of
Alabat, Quezon Province, a locale recognized for its potential as a sustainable tourism destination. The
unique geographical context of Alabat—situated between the Pacific Ocean and Lamon Bay—
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provided a distinct setting for exploring the environmental, socio-cultural, and economic effects of
tourism. A random sampling technique was employed to ensure a representative sample, consisting of
100 respondents from various sectors, including local government units (LGUs), tourism-related
businesses, and the general public. This sampling approach ensured diverse perspectives were captured
in the study. Participants were encouraged to reflect on the effects of tourism on local resources and
contribute suggestions for promoting more sustainable tourism development. The aim was to develop
a comprehensive Sustainable Tourism Development Framework to guide future tourism growth while
safeguarding Alabat's natural environment and supporting community development.

The data analysis incorporated both descriptive and inferential statistical methods. Descriptive
statistics, such as frequency counts and percentage distributions, were used to summarize the
demographic profile of respondents and provide an overview of the state of tourism in Alabat.
Thematic analysis was applied to the qualitative data obtained from interviews and focus group
discussions. This analysis helped identify recurring themes regarding tourism practices, environmental
concerns, and stakeholder perspectives on sustainability. The five-point Likert scale responses were
analyzed using means, standard deviations, and percentage distributions, which facilitated the
identification of trends related to the general state of tourism, awareness of environmental issues, and
the implementation of sustainable practices. These results were instrumental in shaping the Sustainable
Tourism Development Framework, which was designed to strike a balance between tourism growth,
environmental preservation, and community development in Alabat.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

1. What are the current tourism practices in the Tumiis Tourism Zone, and how do they impact
the environment and socio-cultural dynamics of Barangay Villa Norte?

Table 1
Current Tourism Practices and Their Impact on the Environment and Socio-Cultural
Dynamics in the Tumiis Tourism Zone, Barangay Villa Norte

Percentage of

Tourism Practices/Impacts Observation/Findings

Respondents
Environmental Management 68% Litter build-up, minor water pollution around high-traffic
(Rated as Poor or Very Poor) ’ tourism areas, increased wear on natural trails.
Commercialization Impacting o PR . ..
Cultural Authenticity 40% Increased commercialization jeopardizing cultural authenticity.
Economic Benefits from Tourism N/A Tourism has brought economic benefits to the community but

raised concerns about the impact on traditional culture.

The findings reveal concerning patterns regarding the current tourism practices in the Tumiis Tourism
Zone, Barangay Villa Norte. Over 68% of respondents rated the environmental management as “poor”
or “very poor,” indicating significant issues with the local tourism infrastructure. Field observations
corroborated these sentiments, noting litter accumulation, minor water pollution, and increased wear
on natural trails in areas frequented by tourists. These environmental concerns align with broader
global discussions on sustainable tourism and the pressing need for effective environmental
management systems in high-traffic tourist destinations (Garcia et al., 2022). Furthermore, interviews
revealed that while tourism has provided economic benefits to the local community, there are growing
concerns regarding the loss of traditional culture due to commercialization. Approximately 40% of
respondents agreed that the commercialization of local culture was threatening its authenticity,
suggesting a delicate balance between economic growth and cultural preservation.
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This finding echoes the work of Santos and Dizon (2023), who highlight the risks of over-
commercialization in tourism-dependent areas, where local culture may become commodified for
tourism profits. It also aligns with the study of Reyes et al. (2022), which emphasizes that while tourism
can lead to economic development, it often results in the dilution or loss of local cultural practices.
Similarly, Villanueva et al. (2022) argue that cultural erosion due to mass tourism is a widespread
challenge, necessitating strategies that prioritize cultural preservation alongside economic benefits.

Moreover, the current environmental issues observed in Tumiis reflect findings from Alonzo and
Mendoza (2023), who point out that environmental degradation due to unregulated tourism has become
an urgent issue in many parts of the Philippines. This underscores the need for improved waste
management systems and stricter regulations on tourist activities to prevent further damage to natural
landscapes. The impact of such practices on local ecosystems was also highlighted by Ferrer and
Ramirez (2022), who argue that promoting sustainable tourism requires not only stricter regulations
but also community awareness and involvement in conservation efforts. Hernandez et al. (2023)
emphasize that integrating local communities into tourism planning and management is essential for
ensuring that both cultural integrity and the environment are protected.

The implications of these findings are far-reaching. To mitigate the negative environmental impacts
and preserve cultural authenticity, it is crucial for policymakers and stakeholders in Alabat to
implement a more sustainable tourism framework. This could involve stricter regulations on waste
management, including the establishment of waste-free zones in tourist hotspots, and ensuring that
tourist trails are regularly maintained to prevent excessive environmental wear. Additionally, measures
should be taken to protect local culture by promoting cultural heritage tourism, where tourists can
engage with and appreciate local traditions without diminishing their value. The development of an
inclusive tourism policy that integrates environmental and cultural concerns will be vital in reconciling
the economic benefits of tourism with the need for long-term sustainability.

In conclusion, the current tourism practices in the Tumiis Tourism Zone highlight a need for more
robust environmental management and cultural preservation strategies. By addressing these concerns
through a comprehensive sustainable tourism development framework, Alabat can pave the way for
tourism growth that benefits both the local community and the environment.

2. What opportunities exist for developing sustainable tourism initiatives that align with
ecological preservation and benefit the local community?

Table 2
Opportunities for Developing Sustainable Tourism Initiatives in the Tumiis
Tourism Zone, Barangay Villa Norte

Sustainable Tourism Percentage of

e Respondents Observation/Findings
Initiatives .
Supporting
Eco-Accommodations 759 Strong support for ego-frlendly accommqqatlons that promote
environmental sustainability.
Guided Nature and 750, High interest in nature and cultural tours that combine ecological
Cultural Tours ’ preservation with cultural immersion.

Support for initiatives that involve local artisans, promoting local
Local Artisan Markets 75% craftsmanship and supporting community economic growth while
conserving cultural heritage.

Training in Sustainable N/A Demand for better training in sustainable practices, with opportunities
Practices for capacity-building workshops and educational campaigns.
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The study revealed strong support for developing sustainable tourism initiatives that align with
ecological preservation while benefiting the local community. Approximately 75% of respondents
expressed strong support for eco-friendly accommodations, guided nature and cultural tours, and local
artisan markets. These initiatives, which combine local culture with environmental conservation, are
seen as key opportunities for promoting both ecological sustainability and community development in
the Tumiis Tourism Zone. The high level of support for these initiatives indicates a strong alignment
between local stakeholders' desires to both preserve their cultural heritage and protect the natural
environment. This finding is consistent with the views of Villanueva et al. (2022), who argue that
combining local culture with environmental initiatives can create more sustainable tourism
experiences while benefiting the local community.

Furthermore, qualitative responses highlighted the demand for capacity-building workshops and
educational campaigns focused on sustainable practices. This suggests that stakeholders, including
local business owners, community members, and government officials, recognize the importance of
developing skills and knowledge to effectively manage and implement sustainable tourism practices.
These findings are aligned with the work of Santos and Dizon (2023), who emphasize the necessity of
providing training for local communities to ensure that they can manage sustainable tourism efforts
effectively. In addition, the promotion of local artisan markets aligns with recent studies by Reyes et
al. (2022), which advocate for integrating local crafts into tourism to generate income while preserving
cultural identity. These markets also offer a platform for tourists to directly support local artisans,
ensuring that the economic benefits of tourism are retained within the community.

The opportunities for guided nature and cultural tours also highlight the potential for education and
awareness, both for tourists and the local population. Ferrer and Ramirez (2022) suggest that such
tours can serve as an effective means of educating visitors about the importance of ecological
conservation, as well as fostering a deeper understanding of the local culture. These tours, when
designed with sustainability in mind, could provide a unique opportunity to showcase Alabat’s rich
natural and cultural heritage in a responsible and engaging way.

These findings imply that Alabat has clear pathways for promoting sustainable tourism that benefit
both the environment and the local community. However, to realize these opportunities, targeted
actions are necessary. This includes the development of eco-friendly accommodations that use
renewable energy and sustainable materials, alongside the establishment of capacity-building
programs focused on sustainable tourism practices. Additionally, establishing local artisan markets and
guided eco-cultural tours could be supported by training programs that help local vendors and tour
guides develop the skills required to meet sustainable tourism standards.

In conclusion, the study found that there is strong potential in Alabat for initiatives that combine
environmental conservation with local cultural promotion. Stakeholders are not only ready but
enthusiastic about adopting sustainable tourism practices, provided there are adequate educational and
training opportunities to equip them with the necessary knowledge and skills. The successful
implementation of these initiatives will require collaboration between local government, businesses,
and the community to ensure that tourism can be a force for both environmental protection and
economic development.

3. What strategies can be implemented to promote an ecologically balanced approach to tourism
in the Tumiis Tourism Zone?

The study reveals several key strategies that can be implemented to promote an ecologically balanced
approach to tourism in the Tumiis Tourism Zone, Barangay Villa Norte. Respondents expressed
significant support for upgrading tourism infrastructure with an environmental focus, including the
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implementation of effective waste management programs to address both immediate and long-term
ecological challenges. This aligns with the growing need for sustainable infrastructure in tourism
hotspots, as echoed by Ferrer and Ramirez (2022), who stress the importance of implementing eco-
friendly infrastructure to mitigate the adverse impacts of tourism on the environment. Similarly, a
substantial portion of respondents (38%) supported government policies aimed at preventing over-
tourism, particularly in sensitive areas, which aligns with the work of Alonzo and Mendoza (2023) on
the importance of regulating tourism in fragile ecosystems to maintain sustainability.

Table 3
Strategies for Promoting an Ecologically Balanced Approach to Tourism in the
Tumiis Tourism Zone

Strategies for Ecological Percentage of

Respondents Observation/Findings
Balance .
Supporting
Upgrading Tourism Support for improvements in infrastructure, particularly waste
Infrastructure with 38% management systems, to address long-term environmental
Environmental Focus challenges.
Government Policies to Prevent N/A Advocated for policies to manage tourist numbers, especially
Over-Tourism in Sensitive Areas in ecologically sensitive areas, to reduce environmental strain.
Broad Participation in Decision- 0% Strong support for inclusive governance and the involvement
Making ’ of local communities in sustainable tourism policy-making.

Emphasis on the need for ongoing community involvement in
N/A monitoring tourism's impact on both the environment and
local society.

Community Environmental and
Social Monitoring

Furthermore, the study found overwhelming support (80%) for the idea of inclusive decision-making,
with respondents advocating for greater community participation in the development of tourism
policies. This desire for broad participation mirrors findings from Santos and Dizon (2023), who
highlight that local communities must be actively involved in tourism management to ensure that the
development aligns with both environmental goals and social interests. Respondents also expressed
strong support for establishing community-led environmental and social monitoring programs, which
are critical for maintaining sustainable tourism practices. This aligns with the work of Gamboa and de
Guzman (2023), who argue that community-based monitoring is essential for ensuring that tourism
initiatives are not only sustainable but also respectful of local needs and values.

The chi-square test conducted in this study revealed that less-educated households were less likely to
recognize sustainable tourism practices, which suggests a need for educational initiatives aimed at
raising awareness about sustainable tourism. This finding is consistent with the research by Hernandez
et al. (2023), who emphasize that education plays a pivotal role in shaping sustainable tourism
practices, particularly among communities directly impacted by tourism activities. The moderate
positive correlation found between the length of residency and support for eco-friendly tourism
policies indicates that residents who have lived in the area longer tend to be more supportive of
sustainability efforts, as they have witnessed the long-term benefits of preserving the local
environment. This aligns with the findings of Villanueva et al. (2022), who argue that local
communities that have a strong connection to their land are more likely to support sustainable
development initiatives.

Additionally, the preliminary regression analysis identified education level and occupation as
significant predictors of attitudes toward sustainable tourism. Respondents with higher levels of
education, particularly those with college-level education, exhibited a more profound understanding
of eco-friendly tourism practices and were more likely to support policies that promoted sustainability.
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This finding supports the work of Reyes et al. (2022), who suggest that educational programs focusing
on sustainability can significantly influence public attitudes and behaviors toward environmentally
responsible tourism.

In conclusion, the study identifies several strategies that could be employed to ensure an ecologically
balanced approach to tourism in Alabat. These strategies include upgrading tourism infrastructure with
a focus on environmental sustainability, implementing policies to prevent over-tourism, fostering
inclusive governance, and establishing community-based monitoring programs. The findings
underline the importance of education and community participation in achieving long-term
sustainability in tourism development, supporting the broader trend seen in global literature that calls
for more holistic and integrated approaches to tourism management. These strategies, if implemented
effectively, can help ensure that tourism in Alabat benefits both the local community and the
environment without compromising the cultural heritage of the region.

CONCLUSION

This study has highlighted the pressing need for sustainable tourism practices in the Municipality of
Alabat, Quezon, focusing on the balance between economic growth, environmental preservation, and
cultural heritage conservation. The findings revealed significant challenges related to tourism’s
environmental impacts, including waste management, resource depletion, and the erosion of local
cultural authenticity. With over 68% of respondents rating the environmental management in the
Tumiis Tourism Zone as poor or very poor, the study underscored the urgency of addressing these
issues through better regulatory frameworks and more sustainable tourism practices. The absence of a
clear and comprehensive tourism management plan has exacerbated these challenges, highlighting the
need for immediate action to mitigate the adverse effects of unchecked tourism activities.

Moreover, the study identified numerous opportunities for sustainable tourism development in Alabat,
particularly initiatives that promote ecological preservation while fostering community involvement
and economic growth. With strong support for eco-friendly accommodations, guided nature tours, and
local artisan markets, stakeholders in Alabat expressed a shared interest in developing tourism that
benefits both the environment and the local population. The results demonstrated that local
communities, businesses, and government officials are eager to adopt sustainable practices, provided
they are given the appropriate training and capacity-building resources. This enthusiasm is crucial for
developing a sustainable tourism framework that aligns with both national and global sustainability
goals, ensuring that Alabat’s natural beauty and cultural heritage are preserved for future generations.

In conclusion, the study proposed several key strategies for promoting an ecologically balanced
approach to tourism in Alabat. These strategies include upgrading tourism infrastructure with a focus
on environmental sustainability, implementing policies to manage over-tourism, fostering inclusive
decision-making, and establishing community-led environmental monitoring programs. By integrating
these strategies with the active participation of local stakeholders, Alabat has the potential to establish
itself as a model for sustainable tourism in small municipalities. The findings emphasize the
importance of education, community involvement, and effective policy implementation in creating a
resilient tourism sector that not only supports economic development but also prioritizes the well-
being of the environment and local communities. The proposed framework offers a pathway for Alabat
to harmonize tourism growth with ecological and cultural preservation, ensuring that its unique natural
and cultural resources remain intact for future generations.

Recommendations

Recommendations for Sustainable Tourism Development in Alabat
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1. Establish a Comprehensive Sustainable Tourism Framework. A collaborative initiative should
be undertaken involving local government units, community leaders, and tourism stakeholders to
design a robust sustainable tourism framework. This framework must emphasize environmental
conservation, efficient waste management, and the regulation of tourist numbers, especially in
ecologically sensitive areas. Prioritizing these efforts will help ensure the long-term sustainability
of tourism in Alabat while preserving its natural and cultural resources.

2. Promote Environmental Education and Awareness. A comprehensive environmental awareness
campaign should be launched to educate both tourists and residents. The program should focus on
the critical importance of preserving Alabat’s unique ecosystems and cultural heritage, fostering a
shared responsibility among all stakeholders to protect the region’s environment. This initiative can
also incorporate eco-friendly practices, such as reducing plastic use and encouraging sustainable
tourism behaviors.

3. Empower the Local Community through Tourism Initiatives. To ensure that tourism benefits
the local population, active participation from residents, especially from Barangay Villa Norte,
should be encouraged. Locals could be involved in various tourism-related activities, such as
guiding nature walks, selling locally crafted goods, or performing traditional cultural shows. This
approach not only empowers the community but also helps preserve local traditions while providing
economic opportunities.

4. Improve Sustainable Infrastructure and Waste Management. Developing infrastructure that
supports sustainable tourism practices is crucial. Alabat should prioritize eco-friendly facilities,
such as green hotels and waste disposal systems, to manage the environmental impact of increasing
tourist numbers. Additionally, clear signage and educational materials should be installed to
encourage responsible tourism behaviors, such as waste segregation and minimizing environmental
footprints.

5. Develop and Implement a Local Tourism Development Plan. An urgent need exists for the
formulation of a detailed and comprehensive Local Tourism Development Plan for Alabat. This
plan should be developed through ongoing consultations with all relevant stakeholders, including
local communities, business owners, and government agencies. It should align with national,
regional, and provincial tourism policies and ensure a balanced approach that promotes sustainable
tourism growth, benefiting both the environment and the local community.
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